Welcome to Plymouth First Baptist Church
The Lord’s Day, December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday in Advent: LOVE

10:50 AM Church Family Announcements
11 AM Morning Worship

Prelude B.J. Lyle

Welcome Pastor Paul

Lighting of the Advent Candle- LOVE The Dail Family
Today we relight the first three candles of the Advent Wreath- the candles of HOPE,
PEACE and JOY. Now we light the fourth candle of Advent. This is the candle of LOVE.
Jesus demonstrated selfless love in his ministry as the Good Shepherd. Advent is a time for
reflection upon God the Father’s love for us in giving his son Jesus. As God is love, let us
also be loving to one another, and love the Lord Jesus Christ with our entire being.

Hear the Word of the Lord:
Hear, O Israel: The LorD our God, the LORD is one. ° Love the LorD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. Deuteronomy 6:4

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of

God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made
known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is.1 John 3:1-3

Let us Pray: Heavenly Father we praise you that even though we were still in our sins, you
demonstrated your love for us by sending your son Jesus to die for our sins. During this
Advent season may we be mindful of the hope, peace joy and love that you supply to those
who believe in your son Jesus. May we be careful to display the Love of Christ to all we
encounter, that they too may experience the good things you have given to us. In Jesus name
we pray, Amen.

“I Love You, Lord”
“I Could Sing of Your Love Forever”

*Praise Songs

Children’s Sermon Pastor Karen

*Hymn of Preparation  “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” Page 259
w. 1,2

*Pastoral Prayer Pastor Paul

Ministry in Music “Love Came Down at Christmas”

Sermon LOVE: Evidence of the Presence of God Pastor Paul

*Hymn of Dedication “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” Page 279

w. 1,2

You are welcome to use the church wi-fi! The password is— psqvcvk4xr3cf5

SERMON: LOVE: Evidence of the presence of God.
Scriptures: 1 John 3:18-4:21; Is. 7:14; Matt. 1:22; John 14:21; Mark 12:29-31; Rom. 5:8;
Ruth 2:12; Phil 2:1-2; Eph. 3:17-19; Luke 1:67-75; John 6:37-39




What we Celebrate at Christmas by Rc Sproul

What we celebrate at Christmas is not so much the birth of a baby, as important as
that is, but what’s so significant about the birth of that particular baby. In this
birth we have the incarnation of God Himself. An incarnation means a coming in
the flesh. We know how John begins His gospel, “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” So, in that very
complicated introductory statement, he distinguishes between the Word and God,
and then in the next breath identifies the two, “The Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” And then at the end of the prologue, he says, “And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us.” Now in this “infleshment,” if you will, of
Christ appearing on this planet, it’s not that God suddenly changes through a
metamorphosis into a man, so that the divine nature sort of passes out of existence
or comes into a new form of fleshiness. No, the incarnation is not so much a
subtraction as it is an addition, where the eternal second person of the Trinity
takes upon Himself a human nature and joins His divine nature to that human
nature for the purpose of redemption...He doesn’t deify the human nature, but in
the mystery of the union between the divine and the human natures of Jesus, the
human nature is truly human. It’s not omniscient. It’s not omnipotent. It’s none of
those things. But at the same time, the divine nature remains fully and completely
divine...what is emptied is glory, privilege, exaltation. Jesus in the incarnation
makes Himself of no reputation. He allows His own divine exalted standing to be
subjected to human hostility and human criticism and denial. “He took the form of
a bondservant and coming in the likeness of men.” This is an amazing thing that
He doesn’t just come as a man, He comes as a slave. He comes in a station that
carries with it no exaltation, no dignity, only indignity. “And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient even to the point
of death,” the shameful death of the cross. Philippians 2:5-11 (www.ligonier.org)
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